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The Council’s assessment

 This objective will be very diffi-
cult or not possible to achieve by 2020, 
even if further action is taken. No clear 
trend in the state of the environment 
can be seen.

Certain basic factors for biodiversity 
are improving, such as the quantity 
of dead wood and the areas of old 
forest and of mature forest with a large 
deciduous component. At the same 
time, the biodiversity and cultural 
heritage of Sweden’s forests continue 
to be eroded. Resources are intensive-
ly exploited, with felling at a record 
high level. Partly in response to the 
challenge of climate change, there is 
also growing demand for biomass to 
replace fossil fuels.

This has led to increased interest  
in harvesting forests of high nature 
conservation value. Steadily more 
forest land is being protected, but 
attention to conservation in regen-
eration felling remains inadequate. 
Forestry is also causing considerable 
damage to cultural heritage assets in 
the country’s forests.

Harvesting of tops and branches 
can lead to gradual acidification and 
nutrient depletion of the soil. To 
compensate, wood ash is being recyc-
led to forest land, but it will be some 
time before this is being done on a 
sufficient scale. 

Forest land can offer benefits 
for recreation, public health and 
children’s development. Action is 
therefore being taken to develop 
and communicate the positive social 
aspects of forests. 

How can the objective be met?
Sustainable Forests will not be achieved 
on time, but implementation of pro-
posed new interim targets and meas-
ures could pave the way to meeting 
it in the longer term. Key factors 
affecting the prospects of attaining 
this objective include future demand 
for forest raw materials and products, 
improved attention to nature con-
servation and cultural heritage in 
forestry, sufficient government funds 
to compensate landowners for formal 
forest protection, and further imple-
mentation of certification schemes in 
the forest sector.

Sustainable Forests
environmental quality objective twelve   The value of forests and forest land for biological  
production must be protected, at the same time as biological diversity and cultural heritage and recreational  
assets are safeguarded.
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Since the base year 1998, a further 204,670 
ha of forest land has been safeguarded in 
nature reserves, 21,560 ha under nature 
conservation agreements, and 16,400 ha in 
habitat protection areas. Despite the marked 
increase in the area thus protected, further 
efforts are needed to meet the target.




