A Rich Diversity of
Plant and Animal Life
environmental quality objective sixteen Biological diversity must be preserved and used sustainably for
the benefit of present and future generations. Species habitats and ecosystems and their functions and processes
must be safeguarded. Species must be able to survive in long-term viable populations with sufficient genetic variation.
Finally, people must have access to a good natural and cultural environment rich in biological diversity, as a basis for
health, quality of life and well-being.
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Despite action to date, the loss of
biodiversity is continuing, and many
species do not have viable populations. Some species may remain at a
site for a long time after their habitat
has lost the quality required for their
reproduction and long-term survival.
For other species, for example those
dependent on old, hollow trees, it will
take a long time to restore habitats
and hence for populations to be reestablished. The trend for threatened
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This objective will be very difficult or not possible to achieve by 2020,
even if further action is taken. No clear
trend in the state of the environment
can be seen.

Recruitment of eels to Europe, 1940–2008
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The Council’s assessment

Note: Index of 100 based on mean value for 1979–99.
source: report of 2008 session of joint eifac/
ices working group on eels

According to data from 23 monitoring
stations, from Scandinavia to the Mediterranean, recruitment of eels to Europe has long
been in sharp decline. The European eel has
been a Red List species in Sweden for some
time, and in 2008 it was also listed as
critically endangered by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
During the year, the Swedish Board of
Fisheries drew up a management plan for
the species.

interim targets and target years

Halting the loss of biodiversity 2010
Fewer species under threat 2015
Sustainable use 2007/2010
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species is also negative – the threats
are in fact growing. For many species
it is not enough to halt the current
decline; their populations need to
increase.
Current use of biological resources
is not sustainable, and in many cases
we still lack a sufficient understanding of ecosystem functions and processes. However, nature conservation
and environmental protection efforts
have produced results, in that biodiversity loss is not as severe as before.
But even if trends for all the interim
targets were pointing in the right
direction at present, the objective
might not necessarily be met by 2020.

How can the objective be met?
To achieve A Rich Diversity of Plant
and Animal Life, it is crucial to put a
stop to the overexploitation of biodiversity, reduce undesirable changes to
important habitats, and halt introductions of alien species. Climate change,
in the shape of higher mean temperatures and altered weather patterns,
may put new or more severe strains
on ecosystems.

Sustainable Forests
environmental quality objective twelve The value of forests and forest land for biological
production must be protected, at the same time as biological diversity and cultural heritage and recreational
assets are safeguarded.

How can the objective be met?
Sustainable Forests will not be achieved
on time, but implementation of proposed new interim targets and measures could pave the way to meeting
it in the longer term. Key factors
affecting the prospects of attaining
this objective include future demand
for forest raw materials and products,
improved attention to nature conservation and cultural heritage in
forestry, sufficient government funds
to compensate landowners for formal
forest protection, and further implementation of certification schemes in
the forest sector.
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Certain basic factors for biodiversity
are improving, such as the quantity
of dead wood and the areas of old
forest and of mature forest with a large
deciduous component. At the same
time, the biodiversity and cultural
heritage of Sweden’s forests continue
to be eroded. Resources are intensively exploited, with felling at a record
high level. Partly in response to the
challenge of climate change, there is
also growing demand for biomass to
replace fossil fuels.

Increase in area of formally protected
forest outside montane forest zone,
1998–2008
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This objective will be very difficult or not possible to achieve by 2020,
even if further action is taken. No clear
trend in the state of the environment
can be seen.

This has led to increased interest
in harvesting forests of high nature
conservation value. Steadily more
forest land is being protected, but
attention to conservation in regeneration felling remains inadequate.
Forestry is also causing considerable
damage to cultural heritage assets in
the country’s forests.
Harvesting of tops and branches
can lead to gradual acidification and
nutrient depletion of the soil. To
compensate, wood ash is being recycled to forest land, but it will be some
time before this is being done on a
sufficient scale.
Forest land can offer benefits
for recreation, public health and
children’s development. Action is
therefore being taken to develop
and communicate the positive social
aspects of forests.
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The Council’s assessment

Nature conservation agreements
Habitat protection areas
Nature reserves
sources: swedish environmental protection
agency and swedish forest agency

Since the base year 1998, a further 204,670
ha of forest land has been safeguarded in
nature reserves, 21,560 ha under nature
conservation agreements, and 16,400 ha in
habitat protection areas. Despite the marked
increase in the area thus protected, further
efforts are needed to meet the target.

interim targets and target years

Long-term protection of forest land
2010
Enhanced biological diversity 2010
Protection of cultural heritage 2010
Action programmes for threatened
species 2005

